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CAME INVXNTORIES ARE DEXELOEMENTS NOT INVEXQ'IONS 

The inventory--as vital to game management as it is to merchandising-became 

an asset in the field of wildlife resources when game manager8 atapped thinking 

fn terms of wildlife numbers and wit out to determine trends in populations, 

aocording to John L. %rley, Dire&or of the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

For it was then, Mr. Farley points out, that the inventory ceased to be an 

item of curiosity, a thing of doubtful authenticity, and became a tool of manage- 

ment. It was then the skeptic ceased to scoff and began to work, since the 

possibility of developing trends had a more logical appeal than any plan to 

determine numbers as such: It was then that a broad n&w field of developing trend- 

determining teohniques was opened; it was then that the habit8 of wildlife took 

on new meaning, that the strutting of the male sage grouse became important to 

others than the ooy hens, that the coo of the dove and the whis!le of the quail 

told a new and definite story to the game manager. 

think 
Now no agency-State or Federal-charged with the management of game would 

of attempting to funotion without a recent inventory or trend study, a8 w 
call it, near at hand. Not only la the inventory one of the important tools in 
the management of waterfowl population in Nor@ America, but such things as quail 
iwuntories are necessary in fixing rules and regulations for quail hunting in 
many States; deer inverltoriea are vital for deer management; pheasant inventories 
essential for pheasant work, and so on through the list of practically every species 
of gem8 in almost every State in the Union. 

The rural postman, whose loyal and efficient serviosa were invoked in the 
UWly days of estimating wildlife abundance, still plays hia part in making road- 
&de CoUntS. But from the crude and rather tenuovs methods first used in ~aounting 
the ducksn has evolved a systssurti~ scrut&~ of the waterfowl breeding gratis in 
JUsska, Canada and the tIntted States, a pro&& which OauS for the eoordina$ed . 



'I 
-.effortS of mere than 400 8pemfeUsts, each perfoming an integral part of a 

carefully prepared task. 

JWtwheatheideaoftakinga%ensus~ ofwildlifepopulatioaswbornno 
c&e s681Es toknow, for the inventory ia a duvelopmbntand notan inve&ionandit 
is still in an era of change and evo&wBant. Hrst inventories for game were 
probably strictly local in nature snd probably de8$gMd more for range utilisation 
than for g8me management. 

The wildlife invalrtarg aa it exists today is only two decade8 old or less. 
The winterwaterfowlsurvey,whichis an anmaalinventorymade wthe Nshand 
Wildlioe Sendtie, began in 1935, taking the place of more or less desultory 
observations made prior to that tjme. other Federal agencies dealI.ng with lands 
probablymade tidlife oounts frotnfimetotime on specific areas but these were 
usually for the benefit of ths land and not for the game. ?4any of the States had 
made sane sort of inventorlea but generaZJy sp@cing, these were estimates rather 
than i~rrtotiet? 03. SyStem&iC trend Studi&& 

Fish and Wi&Ulfe Service afficlalr tray that it was the Federal A$d program 
which gave the States the money and the tnsp$ratfon necessary to begin work on 
method8 of detennWng trends inwildlife population. And as one State developed 
a technique other States pieed it up and in plsny cases improved on the original 
development. while each of the 48 States was devistig ways and means of meet$ng 
it8 own problems of wildlife inventories, the Fish and Wildlife Service was busy 
coordinating their efforts and developing other methods in its own field of migra- 
tory waterfowl management. 

b the technique8 improved the inventory became more and more valuable in 
management, and as it became more valuable more effort was expended on improving 
the techniques. 

At present it may be said that inventory techntques have been somewhat 
standardised but definite&y not stabflised. Better ways are being sought and when 
found are used. 

In practically every instance some peculiarity or idiosyncrasy in the makeup, 
or habit of the bird or other animal plays a part in the inventory. For example, 
it was noted that a pheasant does not like wst grass; hence in the early morning 
hours when the dew is heavy the pheasant is wont to seek dry spots near the road, 
making an early morning inventory over properly selected routes a good and practi- 
cal way to compare one year's population with the population of earlier ysars, 

Research also showetd that the mwrning dove almost invariably does his Calling 
or his 8ingir43 in the wW~ hours of the day, $I& before and jU8t after sunup$. 
Hence, the oall count along proven routes gives a comparison of the dove population 
of the area one year with another. 

A oount of the ma& sage grouse or prairie chickens on the booming grounds, 
where these btrd8 are strutting for the benefit of the oonoealed hena, gives a good 
indication of the number of male birds in a given area* Knowing the ratio of hens 
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to mah from earlier counts the game manager gets a comparative count of those 
birds. hd LIO with the sharptail grouse on his dancing grounds, and the woodcock 
on his singing grounder. The quail ia counted by the whistles, the rabbit by night 
traps OT by road side tdulationo, u# q.xirrels by their leaf nests and the 
mwkrats and betaver by their howes. 

In~~smy instances the count ismade on the ground butinthe caw of deer, 
~~lope,elk,beaver,muakrats, moo80 and carlbov, the oountisoftenmade by 
air. her 81% sometimes counted by pellet8 dropped and in other oases by tracks 
ccnrated. When help was plenti.fU, 88 in the days of the Civilian Conrrervation 
Corps, oocaaiond. imentoriea were made by driving all the deer in an area past a 
preatationed uounter. 

time- 
an i.mentory by air iar in its third phase in most places at the present 

. The first phase ~thatofmerelygoingup, look$ngaround andxfmkinga 
deoiaion aa to numbers.- The next phase use making the mmey along rigid grid 
lines which often took the uork& uvw areas devoid of the e. The third and 
present phase 14 to know the gezmra$ distr$bution at the timas of the mrvey and 
devote the tills to flying a definite pattern over those areas. 

Butregardleas c&the type of inventory, the place, the kind of game, or the 
men doing the work, there is me thiq in common to ails Csme managers are no 
longer interested in numbers for nu&ers’ sake. Rather thay are interested in 
maubers for comparative purposes. 
are not the important da*. 

The thousarr$s of deer or the millions of ducks 
What is @portant is *ether or not the species is 

.~ bcldtng its ownwdsr tnarre4* bor4dStiwus,*ther its number6 are becoming fewer 
or are inoreasing. When this $a known the trend ie ev$dent and proper management 
plans canfoUowasamatterofcourae. 
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